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SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING JULY 24 - CYPRUS 

FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS FROM DEPARTMENT NOON PRESS BRIEFING 
JULY 24 DEALING WITH THE SITUATION IN CYPRUS. 

QUOTE 

MR. ANDERSON: I HAVE TWO ANNOUNCEMENTS TO MAKE. THE 
FIRST CONCERNS CYPRUS. 

THE UNITED STATES IS CONDUCTING ITS RELATIONS WITHMR. 

CLERIDES WHO. ACCORDING TO THE CYPRUS CONSTITUTION, HAS 
THE RIGHT TO ACT AS PRESIDENT UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES. 
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AND THE OTHER STATEMENT CONCERNS PRIME MINISTER 
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KARAMANLIS' RETURN TO ATHENS. 

WE WELCOME THE NEW GOVERNMENT AND LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING 
WITH IT BILATERALLY AND IN THE NATO FRAMEWORK. 

Q: DOES THAT CONSTITUTE RECOGNITION OF CLERIDES? 

A: THE QUESTION -YOU'VE HEARD ME SAY THIS, I THINK, FOR 
THE LAST TEN DAYS - THE QUESTION OF RECOGNITION DOES NOT 
ARISE. WE ARE CONDUCTING OUR RELATIONS WITH MR. CLERIDES. 

AND WE LEAVE IT AT THAT. 

Q: CAN YOU TELL US WHETHER THE STATEMENT YOU JUST MADE 
ON CYPRUS WOULDUNDERSCORE AVIEWTHAT THECONSTITUTIONAL 
CRISIS IN CYPRUS IS ENDED OR THAT THE RETURN TO 
CONSTITUTIONAL ORDER IS UNDER WAY? 

A: I THINK THAT THE STATEMENT THAT I MADE INDICATES 
THAT MR. CLERIDES, WHO WAS THE PRESIDENT OF THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES THERE, AND, ACCORDING TO THE CONSTITUTION 
HE CAN BECOME ACTING PRESIDENT; AND THE STATEMENT SAYS 
"ACCORDING TO THE CYPRUS CONSTITUTION,” SO I THINK THE 
SHORT ANSWER TO YOUR QUESTION IS "YES, THE CYPRUS 
CONSTITUTION IS BEING LIVED UP TO HERE.” 

Q: DO WE STILL RECOGNIZE MAKARIOS AS PRESIDENT AND 
CLERIDES AS ONLY INTERIM OR ACTING PRESIDENT? 

A: I DON'T WANT TO GET INTO ANYTHING ABOUT THE PRESENT 
STATUS OF ARCHBISHOP MAKARIOS. I JUST STAND ON WHAT I 
SAID WITH REGARD TO MR. CLERIDES. 

Q: DOES THE UNITED STATES FORESEE A ROLE FOR ARCHBISHOP 
MAKARIOS AT THE GENEVA TALKS, WHERE HE SAYS HE WILL BE 
GOING? 

A: I HAVE NO COMMENT ON THAT. 

Q: IT SEEMS TO BE RELEVANT IN THIS. IF WE RECOGNIZE 
CLERIDES AS ACTING PRESIDENT, FOR WHOM IS HE ACTING? 
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A: HE IS THE ACTING PRESIDENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
CYPRUS CONSTITUTION. 

Q: DO WE FEEL THAT MAKARIOS WAS REMOVED BY CONSTI- 
TUTIONAL MEANS, IS NO LONGER PRESIDENT? 

A: I JUST DON'T WANT TO COMMENT ON ANY OF THAT PAST 
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HISTORY HERE. 

Q: IS MR. KISSINGER GOING TO MEET WITH MAKARIOS ON 
MONDAY AS PLANNED? 

A: THAT STILL IS ON THE CALENDAR, YES. 

Q: WHAT IS THE ARRANGEMENT ON GENEVA? WHEN IS IT NOW 
SCHEDULED? 

A: IT IS NOT SET YET. POSSIBLY TOMORROW. I CHECKED 
INTO THIS JUST BEFORE I CAME DOWN. 


Q: WHERE IS MR. BUFFUM? IN LONDON? 

A: NO. BECAUSE OF THE FACT THAT IT DIDN'T TAKE PLACE 
TODAY, AS THERE WAS SOME INDICATION THAT IT WOULD, HE 
IS STILL HERE. 

Q: YOU WERE ASKED WHETHER THIS CONSTITUTES RECOGNITION 
OF THE NEW CYPRUS GOVERNMENT. DOES WHAT YOU SAID CONSTI- 
TUTE RECOGNITION OF THE NEW GREEK GOVERNMENT? 

A: ON THE QUESTION OF THE SITUATION IN ATHENS, I MAKE 
THE SAME COMMENT: "THE QUESTION OF RECOGNITION DOES NOT 
ARISE." AND WE ARE DEALING WITH THE NEW GOVERNMENT AND 
LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING WITH IT. 

Q: WHEN DID YOU START DEALING WITH THE NEW GOVERNMENT? 

A: I CAN'T GIVE YOU THE ANSWER ON EXACTLY WHEN, BUT WE 
HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH WITH THE NEW GOVERNMENT THERE. I 
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CAN'T GIVE YOU THE EXACT TIME. I JUST DON'T KNOW. 

Q: WAS THERE ANY CONTACT BETWEEN EITHER UNDER SECRETARY 
SISCO OR THE SECRETARY WITH KARAMANLIS BEFORE HIS COMING 
TO POWER IN GREECE? 

A: TO MY KNOWLEDGE, NO. 

Q: HOW ABOUT AFTER? 

A: I'M UNAWARE OF ANY CONTACT SINCE HE HAS RETURNED 
TO ATHENS BY THE SECRETARY OR MR. SISCO. 

ONE THING I WOULD LIKE TO SAY BY WAY OF BACKGROUND TO 
YOU IS THAT A PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE HAS BEEN SENT FORWARD 
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TO ATHENS TO KARAMANLIS. 

Q: MESSAGE OF WHAT? CONGRATULATIONS OR WHAT? 

A: WELL, I DON’T WANT TO AT THIS STAGE GET INTO THE 
SUBSTANCE OF THE MESSAGE. BUT A MESSAGE HAS BEEN SENT, 

AND I HOPE YOU'LL BE HEARING ABOUT IT SHORTLY. 

Q: THAT IS FROM THE WHITE HOUSE? 

A: YES. 

Q: COULD YOU TELL US ABOUT MR. BUFFUM'S TRAVEL PLANS? 

A: AT THE MOMENT HE IS STILL HERE, AS I MENTIONED 
EARLIER. AND AS TO WHEN HE WILL GO TO, PRESUMABLY TO 
LONDON AND THEN AS ORIGINALLY PLANNED ON TO GENEVA, THAT 
IS NOT SET YET BECAUSE WE ARE WAITING TO SEE IF THE CON- 
FERENCE WILL TAKE PLACE TOMORROW. 

Q: YESTERDAY THERE WERE INDICATIONS HERE IN YOUR BRIEF- 
ING THAT HE MIGHT BE INVITED AS AN ACTIVE PARTICIPANT. 

DID ANY SUCH INVITATION REACH YOU? 

A: NO. NO, YESTERDAY - AND THIS WAS AN EXCHANGE BE- 
TWEEN MR. BINDER AND MYSELF - THIS WAS ON SPECULATION. 
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AND THEN STU HENSLEY, VERY CORRECTLY, SAID THAT THE 
TERMS OF REFERENCE, OBVIOUSLY, AT THE GENEVA CONFERENCE 
WOULD HAVE TO BE CHANGED FOR SUCH AN EVENT TO TAKE PLACE-- 
TO HAVE US PARTICIPATE. BUT THERE HAS BEEN NO SUCH 
PROPOSAL FORWARDED TO US. IF ONE WERE, WE WOULD EXAMINE 
IT. AND I JUST LEAVE IT THERE. END QUOTE KISSINGER 
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